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The mission of Frederick County Public Schools is to REACH our students with exceptional teaching and caring support, CHALLENGE them to achieve their potential and to PREPARE them for success in a global society.  

FCPS' Vision states that Education is the foundation of our community. Frederick County Public Schools educates its students to become caring, respectful, and responsible citizens and family members. Students look forward to school each day. They take full advantage of the rigorous academic curricula and strive to develop their talents. They utilize the power of technology to explore a world of new ideas and information. They acquire the knowledge and skills to achieve and the confidence to succeed, and are rewarded with a wide choice of offers from higher education and employers. FCPS graduates are exceptional 21st century citizens.
Our library program philosophy supports the FCPS mission and vision by providing students with the skills necessary to become effective users of information.  The program provides both physical and intellectual access to an organized collection of resources in a variety of formats. To ensure access to quality library collections that support teaching and learning, a systematic plan for accessing and building library collections is essential. 

The Frederick County Public Schools' Library Collection Development Plan is a systematic plan which has been developed to assess and build quality library collections that offer a balance of print, multimedia, and digital resources. Selection of these resources is based on board-approved selection policies outlined in Guidelines for the Review and Evaluation of Instructional Materials: Materials Already In Use, 1993, revised 2007.
Collection development is the ongoing process of identifying strengths and weaknesses of library media collections. This process provides a vehicle for demonstrating that budget allocations are encumbered thoughtfully and that library media collections meet the informational and independent reading needs of students. Frederick County librarians also support principle 5 in Information Power's Access and Delivery: "The collections of the library media program are developed and evaluated collaboratively to support the school's curriculum and to meet the diverse learning needs of students" (90). 

The collection development plan has three components: 1) analysis of the school library learning community; 2) assessment of the library collection; and 3) selection and acquisition of materials. 

Analysis of the School Library Media Learning Community 

A viable collection development plan must be based upon an analysis of the student population, the school, and the school community that the library media program serves. System wide there may be similarities among library collections but each school has unique needs to be met. An analysis will provide valuable information on your school learning community. Refer to tools and documents in the library media web page for analysis suggestions. 

Assessment of the Library Media Collection 

Collection assessment determines the quality of the existing library collection. It is an organized method for collecting statistics on the age of the collection, the number of titles in the collection, and the ability of the collection to meet curricular and independent reading needs of the learning community. 
A good collection development plan must include the evaluation and weeding of materials. The process of weeding is a critical part of assessing the collection, as it helps keep collections relevant, accurate, and useful. The "Criteria for the Selection of Instructional Materials" is applied when weeding materials. Additional weeding information is included in the collection development area of our web page.  Regulation 500-3: Disposal of Obsolete Textbooks and Library Books outlines the discard process for materials. 
Keep in mind that the heart of any collection development program is the manner in which students are able to find what they need. Our goal should be to maximize access by connecting users to quality materials. A five-year plan and schedule for assessing library media collections has been developed and is in your folder.  A copy will also be on our web page. 

Selection and Acquisition of Materials 

The selection and acquisition of new library materials will be based upon the needs of each library as determined by the collection assessment process and upon the availability of funding.  The Guidelines for the Review and Evaluation of Instructional Materials: Materials Already in Use should be followed when selecting all library media materials. 

The Library Media Collection Development Plan will help ensure that all school library media centers engage in ongoing collection development in order to create and maintain a collection that supports teaching and learning, as well as the strategic goals of Frederick County Public Schools. 
Four-Year Assessment Schedule

Year 1: 2011 


January - May 2011 

Analyze learning community 

Assess collection factors to consider are age, numbers, use and quality

Select priority collection areas for four-year plan 


May 18, 2011 

Send four-year plan with assessment documentation for Year 1 priority collection areas with


principal signature to Mary Jo Richmond


 June 2011 - February 2012 

Weed, select and acquire materials for identified Year 1 collection areas 


March 15, 2012

Send evidence of change or improvement in identified Year 1 collection areas to Mary Jo


Richmond 
Year 2: 2012-2013 (assessment cycle repeats) 


May 17, 2012 

Review identified Year 2 collection areas; revise as needed 

Send assessment documentation for Year 2 collection areas to Mary Jo Richmond 


June 2012 - February 2013 


Weed, select and acquire materials for identified Year 2 collection areas 

March 21, 2013 

Send evidence of change or improvement in identified Year 2 collection areas to Mary Jo

Richmond 

Year 3: 2013-2014 


May 16, 2013 


Review identified Year 3 collection areas; revise as needed 

Send assessment documentation for Year 3 collection areas to Mary Jo Richmond 


June 2013 - February 2014 


Weed, select and acquire materials for identified Year 3 collection areas 


March 19, 2014 


Send evidence of change or improvement in identified Year 3 collection areas 

Year 4: 2014-2015 


May 21, 2014 


Review identified Year 4 collection areas; revise as needed 

Send assessment documentation for Year 4 collection areas to Mary Jo Richmond 


June 2014 - February 2015 


Weed, select and acquire materials for identified Year 4 collection areas 


March 18, 2015 


Send evidence of change or improvement in identified Year 4 collection areas to Mary Jo 
Richmond 

